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On Oct. 15, following a three day meeting in Venezuela, the agricultural ministers from 13
Latin American countries agreed to form a new "Agricultural Council" (Consejo Consultivo
Latinoamericano de Agricultura) to unify their positions against growing "protectionism" in the
advanced industrialized countries. In a joint declaration at the close of the conference, the attending
ministers accused the industrialized nations of "distorting" the world market for agricultural
products and their derivatives by providing excessive subsidies for domestic producers and refusing
to sincerely negotiate an end to protectionism in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT). Moreover, the ministers complained that, in contrast to the refusal by the developed
countries to open their markets, Latin American nations have wholeheartedly embraced the
structural adjustment programs pushed by multilateral organizations. But since the industrialized
countries have not reciprocated, the agricultural sectors in most countries throughout the region are
now facing unfair competition. In response, the ministers decided to form the new "Consultation
Council" to struggle against protectionist tendencies. "The Council will work to unify criteria among
its members over action to be taken in the face of protectionism, and against all those measures
adopted by the developed countries which distort the world market," read the founding declaration.
"It will be a permanent means through which to exchange information, consult, and unify positions,
and thus will provide us with a vehicle for regional action should the Uruguay Round negotiations
fail." The Council's member nations include: Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Uruguay, and Venezuela. (Sources:
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 10/06/93; Spanish news service
EFE, 10/15/93; Agence France- Presse, 10/11/93, 10/15/93; Notimex, 10/16/93)
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